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Equipping Leaders to Train More Leaders 
      

IVORY COAST CHRISTIAN MISSION  
                   sponsors of:  

Christian Leadership Training Institute (west Africa) 
 

Faith Way Global Outreach (Nigeria) 
and  

Grassroots Leadership Development (international) 
 

SHEFFLER UPDATE - December 2020  
 
Dear friends and supporters,  
 
The leaders in western Africa supported by Ivory Coast Christian 
Mission wish you A BLESSED 2021. 
 
We thank God for several end-of-the-year gifts to the mission.  These 
gifts, among other things, have enabled us to purchase the much 
needed replacement vehicle for the supervisor of extension classes in 
northern Ghana.  We have some funds left from the generous year-
end gifts that will be held for construction projects when the covid-19 
pandemic is over.  
 

GHANA 
Afrifa-Konadu, the 

supervisor for extension 
classes in northern Ghana has 
been supervising extension 
classes with the WhatsApp 
platform on his phone.  Each 
month he sends packages of 
course books, leader’s guides 
and exams where needed.  If 
Afrifa-Konadu does not have 
the materials in stock, then 
Godfred Mintah, Director at 

the central office in southern Ghana, sends them from the central 
office to the right destination in northern Ghana.  These packages are 
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sent by buses operated by individuals and private companies.  They 
are given to the bus driver who takes them to the destination and 
hands them off to the extension teacher.  Long-distant transportation 
is a big business in Ghana.  If a bus is going directly to the village or 
city where you need a delivery, the package will arrive quickly.   

Afrifa-Konadu has been researching opportunities for new classes 
in Tamale where he lives.  One possibility is a Church of Christ on the 
east side of the city.  When the replacement vehicle is available, he 
will resume his in-person supervision of classes and recruit new 
classes in new areas.   
 

NIGERIA 
One of the pioneering elders of the 

Christian Churches in the Cross River State, 
Shedrack Akpama, was laid to rest on 
December 12th.  He was a faithful, dedicated 
elder of the Assiga Churches.  He also 
served on the board of trustees.  His mind 
was alert to the end.  His last advice to 
Brother Sunday Obeten a month before he 
died was to not allow anybody to change 
the doctrine of the church, to be strong and 
to stand for what is right no matter what.  
Connie and I remember his strong and 
courageous leadership during the time we 
lived in Nigeria.  Connie remembers him 

leading singing with a strong voice.  One of his favorite songs was, 
“He writes my name with a golden pen, my name is there.”  Truly, his 
name is written in the Book of Life.  Elder Shedrack was 87 years old.  

The Calabar church has had six weddings in the past three months.  
It is a blessing and encouragement to have so many marriages 
celebrated during these difficult times.  
 

Grassroots Leadership Development 
Bob recently published a small booklet on the topic of Spiritual 

Wisdom.  The booklet has twelve lessons with discussion questions 
at the end of each lesson.  It could be used for small groups or a 
Sunday School class.  The lessons deals with how to discover 
spiritual wisdom from God’s word and the various abuses of our 
spiritual walk with God.  You can view the booklet on the website 
grassrootsld.org at the botton of the page titled STUDY MATERIALS.  
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You can download a free copy of the 
booklet in PDF format.  If you wish a 
hard copy, they are available for $3.00 
each plus shipping.  

Bob is also working on a new 
training course titled Put Your Faith 
Into Action.  The course covers the 
general letters in the New Testament, 
James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John 
and Jude.  The course deals with 
putting your faith into action by living 
the Christian world view.  James tells 
us how to put the Christian world view 
into practice.  Peter reminds us of our 
Christian identity and challenges us to 
fulfill it even when we are persecuted 
for it.  John encourages us to walk in 
the light of love and truth.  Jude 
reminds us that we are in a battle for 

the truth within the church.  This extension course should be ready 
for publication by May 2021.   
 
PRAISE AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 

1.  Thank God for the life and witness of the late Elder Shedrack 
Akpama. 

2.  Thank God for technology that enables the Lord’s work to go on 
during these pandemic restrictions. 

3.  Thank God for the generous end of year gifts that enabled the 
mission to purchase the much needed pickup for supervising 
extension classes in northern Ghana.  

4.  Thank God that we have so many things to celebrate during these 
difficult times. 

5.  Ask God to enable the direct supervision of extension classes in 
northern Ghana soon. 

6.  Ask God to increase the number of extension classes in northern 
Ghana.   

7.  Ask God to bring political peace and freedom from pandemic 
health issues so the Lord’s work can flourish.  

 


